
Australian 2013 election Food and Agriculture Survey 

Introduction 

Subsequent to the release of the National Food Plan White Paper (NFP) on 25 May 2013, the Australian Food Sovereignty Alliance 

(AFSA) requested the response of the ALP, the Coalition and the Greens to several important aspects of national food policy. 

  

It is our firm and well-founded belief that Australia’s food system faces a mounting series of social and environmental crises that 

require urgent government leadership and decisive action. We are far from convinced that the appropriate response to these crises 

consists in relentlessly boosting production volumes and focusing almost entirely on growing export markets. 

  

In particular, the interests of smaller-scale producers and food businesses are largely marginalised in the NFP. Yet it is these producers 

and businesses who: 

 

● supply fresh local produce, thereby enhancing local and regional food security; 

● create multiple sources of employment, and enhance local economies in many ways (including tourism); 

● contribute greatly to the cohesion and sense of inclusion of their local communities; and 

● provide an important cultural link between the paddock and Australians’ appreciation of healthy eating. 

 

The survival of these and even larger-scale producers and businesses is threatened by many external forces, including: 

 

● the overwhelming power of large and very large businesses higher up the food chain, 

● a growing volume of cheaper imported produce,  

● the inadequate and confusing product labelling of foreign products, 

● the loss of prime farmland to urban sprawl and / or mining activities, 

● over-burdensome regulations that make diversification and value-adding difficult and expensive, and 

● difficulty in accessing staff and/or markets. 

  

Further, the NFP has significantly downplayed the risks posed by a rapidly changing climate to Australia’s future food security. It has 

entirely sidestepped the critical issue of the national obesity pandemic, which on current projections will affect in excess of 30% of the 

population by 2025. It is these issues, amongst others, which are of prime concern to us, our members and supporters. 

 



After providing the parties with several weeks to complete the survey, AFSA members ranked each parties’ policies on the basis of 

publicly-released commitments made by the respective parties: specifically:  

 

- ALP: The National Food Plan White Paper 

- Coalition: 2030 Vision for Northern Australia, and the LPA Policy Booklet 

- Greens: Our Food Futures Policy Blueprint 

 

The analysis was conducted on the survey instrument prepared by us and sent to the parties, as informed by the key principles and 

proposals of the People’s Food Plan. We are now publishing the scorecard, in order to provide information to our members, 

supporters, allies and the general public on issues of high importance regarding the future of Australia's food and farming system.  

 

 

  

Methodology 

1.   Only public commitments made on behalf of the parties were included for scoring purposes. 

2.   The Australian Food Sovereignty Alliance (AFSA) will assess parties’ policies against the People’s Food Plan Working Paper which 

was released in February 2013. Points may be awarded for policy commitments that differ from the ‘People’s Food Plan’ agenda 

if AFSA deems that the party’s policy commitments will deliver a similar social and environmental benefit. This document 

should be read in conjunction with the People’s Food Plan. 

3.   Partial scores will be given for commitments that partially meet the policy objective in the People’s Food Plan. 

4.   A negative score may be given where a Party’s policy position is to reverse or cut an existing measure or otherwise has the effect of 

setting back the achievement of a People’s Food Plan agenda item. 

5.   The maximum number of points available for each policy initiative is shown in the second column. Parties will get a score for each of 

the  eight sections and an overall score out of 100. 

6.   AFSA does not endorse any party or candidate. The scores in the election scorecard will reflect AFSA’s assessment of party 

policies against food and farming outcomes outlined in the People’s Food Plan. 

 

 

 

  



SUMMARY OF RESULTS 

 

PARTIES’ RANKINGS ACCORDING TO PEOPLE’S FOOD PLAN CRITERIA 

ALP COALITION GREENS 

24.25% 8% 77.25% 

 

NB At the time of finalising these scores (15.8.13), the Coalition had not yet released a detailed policy for food and agriculture. 

Hence the score for the Coalition must be taken to be provisional. Should the Coalition release its food and agriculture policy in 

advance of the election, we will update the scoring accordingly.   



 

People’s Food Plan agenda Points available 

for this initiative 
ALP 

Numbers in brackets are 

references from NFP 

Policy Goals 

http://www.daff.gov.au/n

ationalfoodplan/white-

paper  

Coalition 

Numbers in brackets 

are references from 

LPA Policy Booklet 

(LPA) or the 2030 

Vision (2030 

http://lpa.webcontent.s3.a

mazonaws.com/realsoluti

ons/LPA%20Policy%20B

ooklet%20210x210_final

%20for%20web.pdf  

http://www.tonyabbott.co

m.au/LinkClick.aspx?filet

icket=ymP4ynYQKOA%

3D&tabid=86  

Greens 

Numbers in brackets 

are references to the 

Greens ‘Our Food 

Future: The Greens’ 

Plan for Australia’s 

Food Security, (OFF) 

http://greens.org.au/sites/

greens.org.au/files/Our_F

ood_Future_Greens_Plan

_for_Australian_Food_Se

curity.pdf 

1. SUPPORT THE 

TRANSITION TO 

SUSTAINABLE, VIABLE AND 

HEALTHY FARMING 

SYSTEMS 

      

1.1.  Create a new Centre for 

Sustainable Agriculture, to provide 

research, development and extension 

services to farmers transitioning to 

lower-input, regenerative agricultural 

systems 

2 0.75 

(15.1,2,3, p39, 47) Carbon 

Farming Initiative, Caring 

for Country Initiative – 

existing programs 

 1 

 (LPA p15, 23), Farmland 

replenishment, investigate 

soil carbon technologies 

 2  

 (OFF, p4, 7, 37), $300 

mn Centre for Sustainable 

Agriculture; $76.5 mn for 

180 extension officers 

 

http://www.daff.gov.au/nationalfoodplan/white-paper
http://www.daff.gov.au/nationalfoodplan/white-paper
http://www.daff.gov.au/nationalfoodplan/white-paper
http://lpa.webcontent.s3.amazonaws.com/realsolutions/LPA%20Policy%20Booklet%20210x210_final%20for%20web.pdf
http://lpa.webcontent.s3.amazonaws.com/realsolutions/LPA%20Policy%20Booklet%20210x210_final%20for%20web.pdf
http://lpa.webcontent.s3.amazonaws.com/realsolutions/LPA%20Policy%20Booklet%20210x210_final%20for%20web.pdf
http://lpa.webcontent.s3.amazonaws.com/realsolutions/LPA%20Policy%20Booklet%20210x210_final%20for%20web.pdf
http://lpa.webcontent.s3.amazonaws.com/realsolutions/LPA%20Policy%20Booklet%20210x210_final%20for%20web.pdf
http://www.tonyabbott.com.au/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=ymP4ynYQKOA%3D&tabid=86
http://www.tonyabbott.com.au/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=ymP4ynYQKOA%3D&tabid=86
http://www.tonyabbott.com.au/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=ymP4ynYQKOA%3D&tabid=86
http://www.tonyabbott.com.au/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=ymP4ynYQKOA%3D&tabid=86
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Our_Food_Future_Greens_Plan_for_Australian_Food_Security.pdf
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Our_Food_Future_Greens_Plan_for_Australian_Food_Security.pdf
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Our_Food_Future_Greens_Plan_for_Australian_Food_Security.pdf
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Our_Food_Future_Greens_Plan_for_Australian_Food_Security.pdf
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Our_Food_Future_Greens_Plan_for_Australian_Food_Security.pdf


1.2.  Legislate for biodiversity 

protection, including priority 

investment for biodiversity restoration; 

and properly value ecosystem services 

2  1.25  

(15, 39,47, 75) Caring for 

Country – biosecurity 

protection, Carbon 

Farming Futures Program, 

Advocate for Soil Health, 

Australian Collaborative 

Land Evaluation Program 

0.75  

(LPA p 14, 23), 2030 (p6, 

10, 12) See above 

 1.5  

(OFF, p6, 37, 40), 

funding for Biodiversity 

Fund, Carbon Farming 

Initiative and Caring for 

Country, pay farmers for 

ecosystem services, 

bioregional monitoring of 

landscape health 

 

1.3. Reduce levels of waste across the 

food system, from 40% to 20% within 

10 years 

1  0.5 

 (16, 86) National Waste 

Policy, but only general 

statements of intent, no 

specific targets 

0  

No policy commitment or 

recognition of the issue 

1  

 (OFF, p8, 33, 44), $20 

mn for national food 

waste reduction campaign 

 

1.4. Measure the total emissions of 

Australia’s food and farming system 

and set a target to reduce the system’s 

fossil fuel intensity by 50% by 2025 

1  0.5 

(4.7,8,9,90) Carbon 

Farming Initiative – no 

commitment to measure 

emissions or specific target 

to reduce them 

 0.5  

(LPA p 10, 23) See 1.1 

above 

 0.5  

(OFF, p8,18, 27, 28, 39), 

$100 mn to help farmers 

move to renewable 

energy, $300 mn for 

Centre for Sustainable 

Agriculture 

 

1.5. Stabilise and increase Australia’s 

bee populations 

1  0.5  

(15.7) See above re: 

biodiversity 

 0.5  

See 1.1 above 

 

 0.5 

 (OFF, p6) – see 1.2 

above 



 

1.6. Tackle the cost-price-debt squeeze 

– reduce to 50% the numbers of 

farmers depending on off-farm income 

(currently 70%) by 2025 

2  0.75 

 (9, 44) Concessional loans 

for farmers, rural financial 

counsellors, farm debt 

mediation – but no targets 

adopted 

 0.5 

 (LPA p 15) Support 

farming industry – but 

nothing specific 

 

1.5 

 (OFF, p8, 26, 38), 

divestiture powers to 

ACCC, $65 mn for local 

food economies 

 

1.7. Reverse the exodus from farming – 

set a target to increase the proportion 

of farmers under 35 from its current 

(2011) level of 13%, to 25% by 2020 

2  0.5  

 ( 41, 91, points6.1, 6.2) 

Investment in skills for 

food workers, but no real 

recognition that young 

people do not want to enter 

agriculture or the barriers 

and impediments 

  

 0.5  

 (LPA p 16) See above, 

1.6 

 

1 

 (OFF, p8, 26, 31, 42) $65 

mn to rebuild local food 

economies 

 

1.8 Apply the precautionary principle 

to GMOs, i.e. place a moratorium on 

existing and further commercialisation 

until the technology is proven safe to 

human and environmental health 

beyond reasonable doubt 

1  -1  

(90, point 4.5) Enthusiastic 

embrace of GMOs, aim to 

remove impediments to 

further adoption of the 

technology 

   

 0  

 No policy commitment 

or recognition of the issue 

 

1 

Moratorium on GMOs 

(http://greens.org.au/polic

ies/genetically-

manipulated-organisms) 

 

  Total points for 

this section: 12 

3.75 3.75 9 

 

 

  



 

  

People’s Food Plan agenda Points available for 

this initiative 
ALP Coalition Greens 

2. OPTIMISE THE 

HEALTH AND WELL-

BEING OF ALL 

AUSTRALIANS 

      

2.1.  Australia should produce 

enough fruit and vegetables to 

meet the national requirements 

for a healthy diet for all 

2  0.25  

(Pathways 10.1; p 7, 8, 

94) Simplistic focus on 

production, no 

recognition of the issue 

and its causes 

 0  

No policy commitment or 

recognition of the issue 

 

 1.5 

 (OFF, p36) Make right to 

food the focus of 

Government policy 

 

2.2.  Implement a properly 

funded and comprehensive 

national food and nutritional 

literacy program 

2  1 

(10, 63, 66, 67) $18.2 

mn for Stephanie 

Alexander Kitchen 

Garden Program, 

National Nutrition 

Policy to be developed, 

some development of 

food literacy  

  

 0  

 No policy commitment 

or recognition of the issue 

 

 2 

 (OFF, p8, 43) $35 mn for 

800 school gardens, 

produce Australian Food 

Atlas, teach food literacy 

in the national curriculum 

 

2.3. Support the production, 

promotion and distribution of 

healthy and chemical-free foods 

2  1  

(63, 67) National 

Healthy Eating 

 0  

No policy commitment or 

recognition of the issue 

 1.5 

 (OFF, 43, 44) Support 

for fresh food rescue, 



over energy-dense, nutrient poor 

food products, e.g. via a well-

funded national advertising 

campaign 

Guidelines, National 

Healthy School Canteen 

Guidelines, National 

Nutrition Policy 

(pending) 

 adult nutrition education 

 

2.4. Discourage unhealthy eating 

by supporting the rapid and 

mandatory introduction of the 

traffic light labelling system or 

equivalent  

1  0.25  

(96) Industry self-

regulation and co-

regulation 

 0   

No policy commitment or 

recognition of the issue 

 

 1 

 (OFF, 43, 44) Front of 

pack nutrition ratings 

 

2.5. Protect our children’s health 

by imposing mandatory 

restrictions on the ability of fast 

food and beverage companies to 

advertise their products to 

children under 12 

1  0  

(63)Developing 

framework to monitor 

children’s exposure 

0 

 No policy commitment 

or recognition of the issue 

 

 1  

 (OFF, p43, 44,  

http://greens.org.au/policie

s/health), Ban on junk food 

advertising aimed at 

children 

 

2.6. Discourage unhealthy eating 

by phasing in a tax and / or plain 

packaging on the most unhealthy 

food products, similar to the 

tobacco tax and packaging 

1  0  

No commitment 

0  

No policy commitment or 

recognition of the issue 

 

 0.5 

 (OFF, p44, 

http://greens.org.au/policie

s/health), Research into 

junk food tax 

 

2.7. Prioritise research and 

substantially increase the 

monitoring of health impacts of 

1  0   

No commitment 

0 

 No policy commitment 

or recognition of the issue 

 0  

 No policy commitment 

 

http://greens.org.au/policies/health
http://greens.org.au/policies/health
http://greens.org.au/policies/health
http://greens.org.au/policies/health


chemicals in and on food, 

creating a national, widely-

publicised register 

 

2.8 Set a target to reduce 

national levels of obesity by 

25% by 2025 

2  0.5  

Existing 

NationalPreventative 

Health parntership, 

Dietary Guidelines, 

industry voluntary 

approach, e.g. Food and 

Health Dialogue. No 

target set 

  

 0  

No policy commitment or 

recognition of the issue 

 

 1 

  (OFF, p 43, 44, 

http://greens.org.au/policie

s/health) see above re: 

measures to restrict junk 

food, promote healthy 

eating; no target set 

 

  Total points for 

this section: 12 

2.75 0 8.5 

  

 

  

http://greens.org.au/policies/health
http://greens.org.au/policies/health


 

  

People’s Food Plan agenda Points 

available for 

this initiative 

ALP Coalition Greens 

3. PRIORITISE FOOD AND 

FARMING IN PLANNING 

FRAMEWORKS 

      

3.1.  Map and create a widely accessible 

national register of all Australia’s high 

quality arable land 

2  0  

No commitment 

 0 

 No policy commitment 

or recognition of the 

issue 

 

 2 

 (OFF, p6) Map prime 

agricultural land 

 

3.2.  Place a moratorium on coal-seam gas 

and other forms of mining on high quality 

arable land 

2  0.5  

(77), No commitment, 

working on a National 

Harmonisder Regulatory 

Framework for CGS 

 0 

 No policy commitment 

or recognition of the 

issue 

 

 2 

 (OFF, p6) Moratorium 

on CSG and coal mining 

of prime ag land 

 

3.3. Place a moratorium on the sale of 

high quality arable land for development 

into suburban sprawl 

2  0  

No commitment or 

recognition of the issue 

 0 

 No policy commitment 

or recognition of the 

issue 

 

 1  

(OFF, p40) Mapping of 

prime ag land and 

prioritise protection of 

this land from urban 

sprawl in the National 

Urban Policy 

 



3.4. Research and support the 

establishment of pilot community and 

agricultural land trusts as a means to 

protect high quality arable land 

2  0  

No commitment 

 0 

 No policy commitment 

or recognition of the 

issue 

 

 1 

 (OFF, p40) see above 

 

3.5. Promote and support the adoption of 

the Food Sensitive Planning and Urban 

Design principles 

2  0  

No commitment or 

recognition of the issue 

 0 

 No policy commitment 

or recognition of the 

issue 

 

 1.25 

 (OFF, p31, 32) 

recognition of urban 

agriculture 

 

3.6. Promote and support the widespread 

adoption of diverse forms of urban 

agriculture and community food 

production in Australia’s towns and cities 

2  0.5  

(Pathway 12.7, p 8, 92) 

$1.5mn for community 

food initiatives 

 0 

 No policy commitment 

or recognition of the 

issue 

 

 2  

(OFF, p31, 32) see 

above 

 

  Total points 

for this 

section: 12 

1 0 9.25 

 

  

http://www.urban.uiuc.edu/courses/up456/Readings/Food%20f12/1.Food-sensitive-planning-urban-design-full-report.pdf
http://www.urban.uiuc.edu/courses/up456/Readings/Food%20f12/1.Food-sensitive-planning-urban-design-full-report.pdf


 

People’s Food Plan agenda Points available 

for this initiative 
ALP Coalition Greens 

4. TACKLE FOOD 

INSECURITY AND FOOD 

INJUSTICE 

      

4.1.  Develop a comprehensive 

national measure for food insecurity 

that captures the full extent of the 

phenomenon in Australia 

3  0.5  

(10) Commitment to food 

security, very general 

0  

No policy commitment 

or recognition of the 

issue 

 

 2.5 

 (OFF, p43) Fund Food 

Environment Atlas, to 

measure levels of food 

insecurity and the cost 

and accessibility of 

both healthy and 

unhealthy food 

 

4.2.  Set a target for the elimination 

of hunger, food insecurity and 

malnutrition across all communities 

and regions of Australia, by 2030 

3  0.5  

(10) No commitment or 

target, some focus on 

remote indigenous 

communities 

0  

No policy commitment 

or recognition of the 

issue 

 

 1.5 

 (OFF, p42, 43) No 

target set; but increases 

in welfare payments, 

and support for 

emergency food rescue 

 

4.3. Enable Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander (ATSI) peoples access 

to fresh fruit and vegetables at 

reasonable prices, to address the 

2 
 1.25   

(Pathway 10.8, 9, 10, 11, 58, 

0  

No policy commitment 

or recognition of the 

issue 

 1 

 (OFF, p42, 43) No 

explicit policy 



crisis in Aboriginal health 93) , $87 mn in ATSI 

Chronic Diseases fund to 

promote healthy lifestyles, 

National Strategy for Food 

Security in Remote 

Indigenous Communities, 

funding of Outback Stores 

  

4.4. Remove restrictions on the right 

of ATSI peoples to access and use 

their traditional hunting and fishing 

grounds 

2  0  

No commitment 

0  

No policy commitment 

or recognition of the 

issue 

 

 1 

 (OFF, p32) As above 

– no explicit policy 

 

4.5. Work with ATSI communities to 

establish and maintain edible food 

gardens and trees 

2  0.25 

 (96, Pathway 12.8) $1.5 mn 

for community food 

initiatives 

0  

No policy commitment 

or recognition of the 

issue 

 

 1.5 

 (OFF, p32) No 

explicit policy 

 

4.6. Commit to adequate welfare 

benefit and minimum wage levels so 

that all Australians can afford a 

healthy diet 

2  0.5 

 (Pathway 10.5, 6) Some 

support but existing welfare 

levels are inadequate 

-0.5  

LPA p11 – Punitive 

approach to welfare, 

e.g. work for the dole, 

suspension of benefits   

 

 2 

 (OFF, p42) 

Commitments 

tosignificant increases 

in welfare levels 

 

4.7. Map the incidence of ‘food 

deserts’ in our towns and cities and 

commit to their eradication by 2025 

2  0  

No commitment or 

 0  

No policy commitment 

 2 

 (OFF, p43) See 4.1 



recognition of the issue or recognition of the 

issue 

 

above 

 

  Total points 

for this 

section: 16 

3 -0.5 11.5 

 

  



 

People’s Food Plan agenda Points 

available for 

this initiative 

ALP Coalition Greens 

5. CREATE A MORE DIVERSE FOOD 

RETAIL ECOSYSTEM; TACKLE 

CORPORATE CONCENTRATION 

      

5.1.  Effective action to tackle negative impacts of 

the supermarket duopoly on farmers, food 

processors & consumers 

2  0.5  

(Pathway 9.6, 7, 8) 

Issue left to existing 

regulatory framework 

and an ‘industry-led 

approach’ 

 0.5 

 (LPA p 12) 

Commitment to 

review of 

competition policy 

and ‘fair go’ for 

small businesses – 

but no specifics 

 

 2 

 (OFF, p38) Grant 

divestiture powers to 

ACCC, empower 

ACCC to carry out 

ex-post assessments, 

better resource 

ACCC 

 

5.2.  Establish a well-resourced supermarket 

ombudsman with strong and mandatory powers to 

quickly investigate and remedy abuses of market 

power by the supermarket duopoly 

2  0  

No commitment 

 0 

 No policy 

commitment or 

recognition of the 

issue 

 

 1.5 

 (OFF, p38) No 

proposal for an 

Ombudsman, but 

better resourcing for 

ACCC 

 

5.3. Establish a national comprehensive labelling 

system providing full disclosure of all ingredients 

containing GM, nanotech or irradiated products, as 

2  0.25 

 (64) No new 

commitments, reviews 

 0 

 No policy 

commitment or 

 2  

 (OFF, p44) Truth in 

labelling proposals 



well as sustainability & ethical criteria underway recognition of the 

issue 

 

address these issues 

 

5.4. Establish a substantial national program of 

grants and loans to foster the growth of local and 

regional food enterprises, markets and economies; 

increase the allocation of the recently-established 

Community Food Initiatives program to $5 mn per 

annum, and make the funding more accessible by 

easing the restrictive in-kind conditions 

2  0.5  

(Pathway 12.7, 8) $1.5 

mn commnuity food 

initiatives 

 0 

 No policy 

commitment or 

recognition of the 

issue 

 

2  

(OFF, p8, 42) $65 mn 

for local food 

economic 

development 

 

5.5. Promote the adoption of ethical public sector 

food procurement policies, with specific targets, e.g. 

double the % of locally-sourced foods for all 

Federal departments by 2020 

2  0  

No commitment 

 0 

 No policy 

commitment or 

recognition of the 

issue 

 

1  

(OFF, p38) 

Commitment to 

conduct feasibility 

study in federal 

government local 

procurement policy 

 

  Total points 

for this 

section: 10 

1.25 0.5 8.5 

 

  

 

  



 

People’s Food Plan Agenda Points  available 

for this initiative 
ALP Coalition Greens 

6. FAIRNESS FOR SMALL-SCALE 

FARMERS, ESPECIALLY WOMEN 

    

6.1. Commit to Australia paying its fair share of 

the additional $42.7 billion per annum in food 

security and agricultural aid required to 

eliminate hunger, i.e. $1 billion per annum 

2 1.25  
(72, 97, Pathway 14.3) 
Raise aid levels to 0.5% 
of GDP by 2017-18 

 0 

  No policy 

commitment or 

recognition of the issue 

 

 2 
 (OFF, p36) 
Commitment to 
increase aid levels to 
0.7% of GDP and 
prioritise small-scale 
ecological agriculture 
 

6.2. Commit to Australia focusing its food 

security and rural aid on the needs of the most 

vulnerable people and communities, women 

especially 

2 1  
(70, Pathway 14.1, 70, 
72, 97) Focus on 
infrastructure and 
alternative farming 
practics 

 0 

  No policy 

commitment or 

recognition of the issue 

 

 2  
(OFF, p36) See 
above, focus on 
women producers 
 

6.3. Commit to Australia supporting investment 

in locally appropriate infrastructure, such as 

storage and irrigation facilities, that reduce 

small-scale producers’ exposure to climate 

change and food price shocks 

2 1.25 
 (Pathway 14.1, 70) 
Australian International 
Food Security Centre 

 0 

  No policy 

commitment or 

recognition of the issue 

 

 1.5 
 (OFF, p36) See 
above 
 

6.4. Commit to Australia’s  rural and food 

security aid supporting fair access to credit and 

domestic markets for small-scale producers 

2 1  
(70) Support for rural 
livelihoods of women 

 0 

  No policy 

commitment or 

recognition of the issue 

 

 1.5 
 (OFF, p36) See 
above, and 
commitments to 
regulate financial 
speculation in 
commodities and end 



subsidies for biofuels 
 

6.5. Commit to an immediate moratorium on 

the global land-grab which is coercively 

dispossessing small-scale producers in favour  

of large foreign investors and sovereign wealth 

funds 

2 0  
(Pathway 4.15, 90) No 
commitment other than 
increasing transparency 
of foreign investment in 
agricultural land 

 0  

 No policy 

commitment or 

recognition of the issue 

 

 2 
 (OFF, p13, 15), 
control financial 
speculation,eliminate 
biofuels subsidies  
 

 Total points for 

this section: 10 
4.5 0 9 

  



 

 

People’s Food Plan agenda Points available for 

this initiative 
ALP Coalition Greens 

7. PROMOTE FAIRER TRADING 

SYSTEMS 

      

7.1.  Conduct a Senate inquiry into the net impacts 

on Australian producers and food processors of all 

the free trade agreements to which Australia is party 

1  -0.5 

 ( 6) Commitment to 

expand free trade 

-0.5 

 (LPA p 13) 

Commitment to 

increased free trade 

 

 1 

 (OFF, p38, 39) Govt 

must carry out 

independent cost-

benefit analysis of any 

proposed free trade 

agreement 

 

7.2.  Commit to transparent and open negotiations in 

any future trade talks 

1  0.5 

 (6) Requirement for 

cost-benefit analysis 

 0 

 (LPA p 13) No policy 

commitment or 

recognition of the issue 

 

 0.5 

 See above 

 

7.3.  Submit the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) to 

full public and parliamentary scrutiny before 

Executive approval  

1  0.5  

(6) See above 

 0 

 (LPA p 13) No policy 

commitment or 

recognition of the issue 

 

 1 

 See above 

 

7.4.  Encourage an ongoing national dialogue that 1  -1   -1  0.5  



allows for serious probing of the assumption that 

‘free trade’ is, at all times and in all places for all 

economic actors, automatically a good thing 

(6) See 7.1 above  (LPA p 13) 

Commitment to 

increased free trade 

 

(OFF, p39) 

 

7.5. Reject the provisions of the TPP conferring 

single foreign investor rights to sue the Australian 

government 

1  0  

(6) No commitment 

 0 

  No policy 

commitment or 

recognition of the issue 

 

 1 

(http://wa.greens.org.a

u/content/joint-

statement-trans-

pacific-partnership-

agreement) 

 

7.6. Reject the provisions of the TPP which would 

limit the capacity of Australian governments to 

regulate the labelling of food for health and 

environmental reasons, including the labelling of 

genetically engineered food 

1  0  

(6) No commitment 

 0 

  No policy 

commitment or 

recognition of the issue 

 

 1 

(http://wa.greens.org.a

u/content/joint-

statement-trans-

pacific-partnership-

agreement) , also OFF, 

p39, 44 re: labelling 

 

7.7. Reject the provisions of the TPP which would 

permit the patenting of life forms, plants or 

indigenous knowledge 

1  0  

(6) No commitment 

 0 

  No policy 

commitment or 

recognition of the issue 

 

 1   

(http://wa.greens.org.a

u/content/joint-

statement-trans-

pacific-partnership-

agreement)  
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http://wa.greens.org.au/content/joint-statement-trans-pacific-partnership-agreement


7.8. Reject the provisions of the TPP which would 

restrict the ability of the Australian government to 

regulate for local content in government purchasing 

or for labour rights and environmental standards to 

be applied to government purchasing 

1  0  

(6) No commitment 

 0 

  No policy 

commitment or 

recognition of the issue 

 

 1     

(http://wa.greens.org.a

u/content/joint-

statement-trans-

pacific-partnership-

agreement) , also OFF, 

p39, 44 re: labelling) 

 

  Total points for 

this section: 10 

-0.5 -1.5 7 
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People’s Food Plan agenda Points 

available for 

this initiative 

ALP Coalition Greens 

8. PROMOTE INCLUSIVE AND 

PARTICIPATORY GOVERNANCE 

FRAMEWORKS FOR FOOD AND 

AGRICULTURE 

      

8.1.  Commit to the principle that food producers, 

food processors, food workers, community groups 

and the Australian public in general should have a 

much greater voice in key decisions about the future 

of our food and farming systems 

2  1  

(7) Australian Food 

Council, advisory body 

only 

 1  

(2030, p5)  

Establishment of 

Northern Australian 

Strategic Partnership  

 

 2 

 (OFF, p36) Adoption of 

Food Alliance 

recommendations for  a 

National Food Policy 

Ministerial Board, 

independent Food 

Advisory Cuoncil with 

cross-sectoral 

involvement; 

independent Food 

Commissioner to review 

a National Food 

Strategy 

 

8.2.  Develop a National Climate Change and 

Resilience Plan, broken down to bioregional actions 

and support, linked to food security / food 

2  0.5  

(7) State of Food 

Systems Report 

 0.5  

(LPA p 23) 

Commitments to soil 

 1 

 (OFF, p39) No Plan 

proposed, but increased 



sovereignty, and incorporating soil health and water 

usage 

carbon and farmland 

replenishment 

 

resilience through 

switch to renewable 

energy and sustainable 

agriculture 

 

8.3. Establish pilot local or regional Food Policy 

Coalitions / Councils as models of participatory food 

system governance, e.g. ANPHA’s Healthy Together 

Victoria food coalitions 

2  0  

No commitment 

 0 

 No policy 

commitment or 

recognition of the 

issue 

 

 2 

 (OFF, p36) Encourage 

formation of these 

councils 

 

8.4. Fund a national program of farmer and 

community forums to enable a genuinely open and 

participatory national dialogue on the future of food 

and farming in Australia 

2  0  

No commitment 

 0 

 No policy 

commitment or 

recognition of the 

issue 

 

 1 

 (OFF, p36) No forums 

proposed, but greater 

involvement through 

measures outlined 

 

  Total points 

for this 

section:  8 

1.5 1.5 6 

  

  



 

People’s Food Plan agenda Points available for 

this initiative 
ALP Coalition Greens 

9. MITIGATE CLIMATE IMPACT 

BY AGRICULTURE AND ON 

AGRICULTURE 

      

9.1. Include agricultural emissions in carbon 

trading 

3  2  

(11) Clean Energy 

Future Plan, Carbon 

Farming Futures 

 0 

 (LPA p 23) rejection 

of emissions trading 

 

  

 2.25 

 Support for existing 

policies, targets for 

transition to net zero 

carbon economy 

http://greens.org.au/policie

s/climate-change-energy  

 

9.2.  Encourage a move to less emissions-

intensive agriculture by transparent reporting 

of comprehensive agricultural emissions. 

2  1 

 (Pathway 4.9)  

 1.25 

 (LPA p 23) Support 

for soil carbon and 

farmland 

regeneration 

 

1.25 

 (OFF, p39) See above, no 

reporting measures 

announced 

 

9.3.  Support organic farming as a means of 

restoring soil carbon 

2  1.5 

 (Pathway 15.3) 

Healthy Soils 

Advocate 

 1 

 (LPA p 23) See 

above 

 

 2  

(OFF, p38) Centre for 

Sustainable Agriculture, 

Research funding 

 

http://greens.org.au/policies/climate-change-energy
http://greens.org.au/policies/climate-change-energy


9.4. Support and strengthen the Carbon 

Farming Initiative to encourage 

biosequestration and avoiding emissions 

3  2.5 

 (Pathway 4.7,8, 90) 

 2  

(LPA p 23) See 

above 

 

 3  

(OFF, p40) Support for 

CFI 

 

  Total points for 

this section:  10 

7 4.25 8.5 

  

 

 


