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FAIR FOOD FROM FIELD TO FORK 

THE BETTER FOOD PLAN 

The Australian Food Sovereignty Alliance (AFSA) is launching the next stage in the People’s 
Food Plan process at 10.00 am,  16th February at Sydney Town Hall.  

The People’s Food Plan presents a common-sense and achievable vision for fair food that 
places the soil and land, farmers, food workers and eaters at the centre of a restorative food 
system.  

AFSA’s National Co-ordinator, Nick Rose, says: 

“For too long we’ve depended on a food system that favours the profits of major corporations, 
degrades the environment, forces farmers off the land and has resulted in a diabetes, heart 
health and obesity crisis. This system is shockingly inefficient, with as much as 40% of all 
food wasted. It is also deeply unfair, with two million Australians relying on food relief, a 
number that is climbing rapidly.” 

AFSA and its allies say the Government’s soon-to-be-released National Food Plan is an 
opportunity missed. Instead of offering innovative solutions to a growing food crisis,  it presents 
a business as usual, ‘Corporate Food Plan’, driven by the interests of big business. 

In this David and Goliath clash, the people have decided how to fix our broken food system. 
Building on the endorsements of AFSA’s positions from dozens of organisations representing 
hundreds of thousands of Australians, over 600 individuals had their say in 40 open forums held 
around the country from September to November 2012. The result is a People’s Food Plan 
Working Paper which prioritises decent livelihoods for farmers, and population health and 
environmental regeneration over chemically-grown, additive laden, ‘Frankenfoods’. 

These priorities are widely shared amongst the Australian population. A national survey carried 
out in November 2012 for AFSA by the Australia Institute asked respondents what top two 
measures the country should adopt to guarantee food security. 86% nominated ‘support local 
farmers to produce more’ in their top two choices, and 63% said ‘protect our best farmlands 
from other uses, such as housing and mining. Only 5% said ‘import more of our basic food 
requirements’; yet a greater reliance on imports is what the current system is achieving.  

When asked, ‘How important is it to you that Australian family farmers and small-to-medium sized 
food businesses are economically viable’, 62% said ‘very important’ and a further 30% said ‘quite 
important’. These are the two groups that are suffering the most under our supermarket 
duopoloy, the world’s most concentrated retail sector.  

In terms of the top priorities for Australia’s food system, 85% chose ‘Promote and support 
regional and local food production, and access to locally produced food’ in their top two, 
while only 43,5% nominated ‘Achieve a globally competitive food industry and new export 
markets’ – the main aim of the National Food Plan.  

http://australianfoodsovereigntyalliance.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50e651d6e6cc9be87723fe2c2&id=958a06f9eb&e=cd42cfa3eb


AFSA now invites broader public debate and input into a final version of the People’s Food 
Plan, which will be completed and launched in July this year. A copy of the People’s Food Plan 
Working Paper, with a foreword from ABC gardener, Costa Georgiadis, is now available on our 
website: www.australianfoodsovereigntyalliance.org. 

 
For more information contact:  
Nick Rose, AFSA National Co-ordinator, mobile 0414 497 819 or email 
nick.rose@australianfoodsovereigntyalliance.org  
Michael Croft, Farmer and AFSA President, Mobile 0413 387 686 or email 
michael@mountraincreekfarm.com.au.  
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